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SPECIAL REPORT 



OP THE 

IRISH LAND COMMISSIONERS, 

WITH RESPECT TO THEIR 

DISCHARGE OF THE DUTIES IMPOSED ON THEM BY THE 29th 
SECTION OF THE LAND LAW (IRELAND) ACT, 1887. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY CHARLES, MARQUESS OF LONDONDERRY, K.P., 

LORD LIEUTENANT GENERAL AND GENERAL-GOVERNOR OF IRELAND. 



We the Commissioners appointed under the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1881, 
desire to submit this report for Your Excellency’s information, regarding our 
action in carrying into effect the provisions of the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 
1887. 

As the duty imposed upon us by the Legislature was carried out after the 
22nd August, an account of the manner in which it was performed would 
under ordinary circumstances form part of our annual report for the year 
ending in August, 18S8, but the special interest attaching to the matter in 
question justifies us in departing from the usual course and submitting the 
following to Your Excellency. 

Immediately after the passing of the Land Law (Ireland) Act, 1887, in 
order to enable us to acquire the necessary information for making the orders 
contemplated by the 29th section, we appointed, as scrutineers of prices, sixteen 
gentlemen selected as having a special fitness for the task, and an acquaintance 
with the several districts assigned to them. 

The scrutineers were instructed to set forth in their returns the sources 
whence their information was obtained. They were advised in all cases to 
obtain information from as many different quarters as possible, so as to arrive 
at just conclusions, and were enjoined to make their returns as accurate as 
careful local inquiry could render them. 

The Poor Law Unions were selected as the most convenient areas to deal 
with. 

Considerable time was occupied in this investigation, which it was necessary to 
continue into December, so that as far as possible the prices of the entire year of 
1887 might be taken into account. 

In considering the returns furnished to us by the scrutineers we endeavoured 
to inform ourselves of the principal products of each Union, taking from the 
Registrar-General’s carefully compiled statistics of agriculture the area 
occupied in each Union by the several products and ascertaining quantities 
and values accordingly. 

We did this in order that the alteration in price of each staple product should 
have in the result an influence as far as possible corresponding to its prominence, 
ascertained as aforesaid, in the Union or portion of the Union being dealt 
with. 
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The want of trustworthy local statistics of prices officially taken and preserved 
is a matter to be regretted, and one which has materially increased our diffi- 
culties, but although we cannot assert that the results arrived at are absolutely 
correct, we do confidently state that they are as accurate as it has been possible 
to make them with the means at our disposal, and by the aid of an investi- 
gation conducted with the greatest care. 

Mr. Justice O’Hagan felt himself unable to concur in signing the order of 
the 23rd December, 1887, or adopting the schedule which it sanctioned. He 
was of opinion that the 29th section bestowed upon the Land Commission a 
larger power of determining what alteration ought equitably to be made in 
judicial rents, having regard to the difference in prices affecting agriculture, 
than the other Commissioners conceived to be open to them under the wording 
of the seotion. 

We beg to annex to this report copies of the instructions issued to the 
scrutineers. 



JOHN O’HAGAN. 

E. F. LITTON. 

F. WRENCH. 



Denis Godley, Secretary , 
January 3, 1888. 

24, Upper Meirion-street, Dublin. 
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IRISH LAND COMMISSION. 



No. 1. 



The Irish Land Commission, 

24, Tipper Menion-street, Dublin, 

20th August, 1887. 



Sir, — The Commissioners having appointed you one of the Scrutineers to inquire into and 
report to them upon the several matters specified in the return which accompanies this letter, I 
am directed to make the following suggestions for your guidance in the discharge of the duty you 
liave undertaken. 

The Commissioners need scarcely impress on you the necessity which exists, that the several 
particulars in the Schedule which you are requested to fill up, shall he as full and accurate as 
careful inquiry in each union renders possible, so that your return may prove a record that cannot 
be controverted in any essential particular. 

It may be difficult, and in some cases impossible, to obtain accurate estimates of average prices 
of some of the commodities mentioned, and it would bo desirable in the observation column to 
specify the source of your information, and to give the highest and lowest price of each product 
for the last two years,'* stating for what months the high price and for what months the low price 
■would probably prevail. When any of the articles mentioned in the Schedule are not produced 
to a l’easonable extent, you can omit them, giving prominence to the articles that are chiefly 
produced in each district, and in the first column you will state approximately the proportion 
borne by each product taken into account to 100. 

The sources of information on which you should chiefly rely appear to be the duly authorized 
clerks of the markets and weighmasters, where such exist, the District Inspectors who have 
already been engaged in compiling returns for the Registrar-General, the clerks of unions, and the 
books of traders who have kept records of prices, where such books are available, and the files of 
local papers. You should, of course, wherever practicable obtain your information from more 
tban one source so that its accuracy may be checked, and in any district in which there is a leading 
market-town of the province or county the prices of that market should he furnished separately, 
as they will probably to some extent rule the prices not only in the union in which it is situate, 
but also in adjoining unions. 

The Commissioners hope that these suggestions will assist you in making a satisfactory return, 
but if there is any other matter as to which you are in doubt or desire guidance, they will be glad 
if you will communicate with them on the subject. 

Your obedient servant, 

W. W. Glennv. 



* By the Supplemental Schedule afterwards directed to be filled up, this instruction was extended 
to the highest and lowest prices of the yearn 1881-1887 inclusive. 



Circular, No. 4. 



The Irish Land Commission, 

24, Upper Merrion-street, 
25th August, 1887. 



g IK X am directed by the Irish Land Commissioners to transmit to you the enclosed additional 

supply of forms of Schedule and also forms of Supplemental Schedule on thick and thin paper. 

With reference to their letter of instructions of the 20th inst., the Commissioners desire to 
make the following further suggestions : — 

1. As it may happen that the characteristics of two different portions of one Union may be 
entirely different, for instance, that one portion may be a mountain and the other a lowland 
district, the Commissioners think that where such decided differences arise your _ report should 
indicate the relative proportion of each by reference to Electoral Divisions or otherwise. 

2. It would be advisable in referring to the hooks of the Clerks of Unions to obtain the contract 

prices for each union sme 1880. ... , . , , ... 

3 The Supplemental Schedules on thin paper sent herewith are to enable you to leave one with 
any person who may, at your request, agree to fillup same— as far as he is able— and so afford you 
additional information to guide you. The thick paper Schedules are intended to be those returned 
to this office. 



Your obedient servant, 

W. W. Glenny. 
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